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WrLnT IS CLAIMED IS : 

^ ^ For use in combination with an over-the-wir e 

balloon c^heter having a reference radiopaque marker 
thereon at a\known distance from a distal end of "he 
carheter, rhe improvement which comprises: 

an elongated flexible guide wire having a 
plurality of longitudinally spaced 
radio^oMe markers on a distal portlier. 
thereof'M^th adjacent markers on -he 
guidej^r^^sbeing longitudinally spaced 
bv a distance equal to the kncvr. 
distance between the disral end of rhe 
catheter and irsNrererence radici^arue 



guiae wire of clairi l wherein rhe disza.! 
portion of the guide wire is defined bv a ceil sorinc. 



4 . The guide 

portion of the guide w^ 
1.5 cm in length. 



f claim 1 wherein the disti 
has/a radiooaaue distal z: 



The guide wire of\claim 4 wherein the 
distance between adjacent markers\on the guide wire is 
1.5 cm, a first marker located 1 . 5 am from a proximal 
end of the distal tip. 
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6. \ The guide wire of claim 1 wherein the 
distance between adjacent markers is 1.5 cm. 

7. \ The guide wire of claim 1 wherein the guide 
wire has \a radiopaque tip marker, and wherein rhe 
width of each marker on the guide wire, other than zh~ 
tip markerAis 1 mm. 



'. ^ 
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S. The\ guide wire of claim 2, wherein zhe 

distal portionXof the guide wire is 25 cm in leng~h. 



c 

in an 
3~eos 



A merhod of positioning a balloon cathe-er 
artery by u^e of fluoroscopy, cc-prising -he 

acvancmc a\ guide wire having a cluralir'.* 
rac\icpaque narkers ai spacer 
can't i-s zis-al end ~ r ~ 



'A 



des irec 
s-enosis J 

aavancinq a/]DallGion ca"cne"er carrying 
raaiopaque marker over rhe cuide '-'^ 
until the radiJsiDaque marker or 
balloon catheter \s in a predetermined 
positional relationship to one of the 
radiopaque markers o^ the guide wire. 



and 



rurtner 



10. The method of claim 9, 

comprising the steps of; 

maintaining the guide wire i'i^ position 
relative to the stenosis; 



m 
m 
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withdrawingNs^e balloon catheter off of the 
guide wire, from a proximal end of the 
guide wire;^and 
advancing a se 
carrying a radiopa 
guide wire, 
of the gu 



&m 



J 



'r.alloon catherer 
marker over rhe 
e proximal end 
wire, until rhe 
second balloon catheter is in a 
predetermined \positional 
relationshiiD to ofv^ of 
radiopaque markers of The guide 
wire . 




